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The Winning Attitude

You've probably heard it said, “It’s not whether
you win or lose, its how you play the game.”

Do you believe that?

[ don't!

Man was created to be a winner. The Bible
tells us so! In Genesis, for example, we read that
man was originally put on earth as dominating
lord (Genesis 1:26-30). God gave him dominion
over the earth and everything that crept, flew,
crawled and breathed there. In fact, man didn't
even know what it meant to lose until he
separated himself from God through disobedience
in the Garden of Eden. It wasn't until then that
man ran headlong into defeat. He was forced to
accept failure as his lot in life, lowering himself to
a subordinate position—a position he was never
meant to occupy.

Its a sad story. But if you're a born-again child
of God, I have good news. Your story has a happy
ending. Through faith in Christ Jesus, you've
been transformed from the inside out. You've
been made a winner once again!

You may be thinking, I don't feel like a winner.



I feel like a loser—and I have plenty of failures in
my life to prove it. If thats the case, don't worry.
You just need a new attitude. And you can get it
from the Word of God.

In the book of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul
told the Church to be renewed in the spirit of
their minds. Thats what you need to do. Renew
your mind to the Word of God—base your
thinking on the fact that Jesus has overcome the
world. Begin seeing yourself as a winner in Him!

I'm reminded here of something Gen. George
Patton said. He was a great commander of the
United States Army with a God-given insight into
war, and knew how vital a winning attitude could
be. Once while addressing his troops, he put it this
way: “Some of you men have come with your
minds made up to die for your country. That’s not
the way to win a war! The way to win a war is to
make your enemy die for his!” Patton had his mind
made up to win—and he knew dying wasn the
way to do it. He had a winning attitude.

But, you know what? You have an even better
reason to have a winning attitude than the general
did. God has guaranteed your success. Let me
show you what I mean. Imagine you're about to
tackle a really tough job. Before you even get
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started, God speaks to you right out loud and
says, “I just want you to know, I'm going to
personally see to it that this project you're
working on succeeds.” Wouldn't that give you a
tremendous feeling of confidence? Even if you ran
into some rough spots, you wouldn't worry about
failing because you would have God’s word that
you were going to succeed. That would make it
easy to have a winning attitude, wouldn't it?
Well, let me tell you something. You do have
God’s promise that you'll succeed. He said in His
Word that you're an “overcomer”! In Him, you can
overcome any problem the world throws your way.
Read 1 John 5:1-5:

Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the
Christ is born of God: and every one that
loveth him that begat loveth him also
that is begotten of him. By this we know
that we love the children of God, when
we love God, and keep his command-
ments. For this is the love of God, that
we keep his commandments: and his

commandments are not grievous. For



whatsoever is born of God overcometh
the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.
Who is he that overcometh the world,
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son
of God?

God is being unusually explanatory here. He
doesn’t normally give such in-depth explanations
of things that are written in the Word of God. The
reason: He intends that we take what He says by
faith, go to Him, and allow the Holy Spirit to
reveal it to our hearts. That way the devil isn't
tipped off to what it means.

God wrote the Bible as a code book. The
book of Proverbs says that God has hidden
godly wisdom for His people. That’s the way
He wants it. But in this portion of Scripture,
God goes an unusual step further and asks,
“Who is he that overcometh the world?” In
other words, God is spelling it out, so we can’t
possibly miss it. He is saying, “This is the way
[ see it—whatsoever is born of Me overcomes
the world; and who is he that overcomes the
world, but he that believes that Jesus is the
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Christ, the Son of the living God?”

This statement can also be read another way:
“None but those who believe that Jesus is the
Christ will ever overcome the world.” No matter
how smart, how strong or how rich you become,
you can never truly be a winner—you can never
really overcome the world—without Jesus as
your Lord.

That means this world will never be overcome
by a government, a political system or a monetary
system. Money will never overcome the world!
When the Bible talks about “the world,” it is
speaking of the dominion of darkness, the god of
this world, the evil spirit—Satan—that operates
in the world. Without Jesus Christ as their Lord,
no man or system will ever in any way, form or
fashion, be able to overcome the world. It simply
can't be done.

But, on the other hand, if you are born of
Him, you have an absolute, perfect, God-given,
blood-bought right to overcome every aspect of
the world—everything it could possibly send
your way!

It doesn’t matter how much you feel like a
loser. Tt doesn’t matter how many times you've
failed in the past. If you believe Jesus is the
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Christ, the Son of the living God, then you've
committed yourself to overcoming the world. And
you've been given the power to do it. You've
become more than a conqueror (Romans 8:37). If
you believe the Word of God, then you should
respond to every challenge by saying, “Well,
praise God, I'm an overcomer!” That should be
your attitude. Does having this attitude guarantee
you won't have any more trouble? No! It simply
means you can go through that trouble and
emerge triumphant.

Jesus said in John 16:33, “These things I have
spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world.” In other
words, Jesus is saying, “The world will come at
you with everything it has to offer, but don
worry about it—I've already beaten it—I've
already overcome the world.”

Now when Jesus said He had overcome the
world, He wasn't referring to just 99 percent of
it. He said, “I have overcome the world.” One
hundred percent of it! It makes no difference
what problems the world brings to your
doorstep. Just turn to Jesus and you're
guaranteed to conquer those problems because
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He has already overcome every one.

There’s something else in that scripture I want
you to notice. Jesus said, “...that in me ye might
have peace.” He was teaching here about being
one with Him and the Father, and telling us that
our battles here on this earth don't have to keep
us in turmoil. He has guaranteed our victory, so if
we'll just trust in Him, we can have peace, even
in the midst of trouble.

When Jesus said these things, He was
speaking to His disciples—men who had been
with Him day and night for three years. Yet they
couldn't grasp what it meant to be “in Him” as
well as you and I can today. You see, the Holy
Spirit had not yet come to dwell in them, and
without the Holy Spirit, its impossible to
understand spiritual things. It takes the Holy
Spirit to reveal even simple truths, like the
reality of being born again.

Just think of it. These men had never even
heard of being born again! Jesus told Nicodemus
about it, but Nicodemus thought He was talking
about a man going back into his mother’s womb.
Jesus told him, “I'm speaking of heavenly things,
and you don't even understand earthly things.”
(See John 3:1-12.) These men had no concept of
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what Jesus was about to do at Calvary. They had
no idea that through His death and resurrection,
He was to become the firstborn from the dead
and issue forth a new race of born-again winners
filled with the mighty Spirit of God, Himself.
Only after the Holy Spirit came on the Day of
Pentecost could they see what Jesus had been
saying. Then Peter stood up and boldly preached
the Word of God by revelation of the Holy Spirit.
Can you see what a change the Holy Spirit
brought in his life?

Praise God, we do have the Holy Spirit to
reveal to us the hidden truths in Jesus’ words. So,
lets look in John 17 at the last prayer Jesus prayed
for His disciples before He went to the cross. This
prayer is especially important for us. Why? Look
at verse 20. Jesus says, “I'm not praying just for
these in front of Me, but also for everyone who
will believe on Me through their word.” All of us
received Jesus as Lord by the word of one or more
of these disciples—either directly or indirectly.
That means Jesus was praying that prayer for you
and me. So we need to pay close attention to it.

Let’s begin with verse 13. “And now come I to
thee; and these things I speak in the world, that
they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.”
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Verse 15 says, “I pray not that thou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest
keep them from the evil.” Jesus” prayer indicates
that we are to live above the evil in the world.
This ties in with what He said earlier—that we
would have tribulation in the world, but to be of
good cheer because He had overcome the world.
Yes, He wants us to live above the evil, above the
trials and tests and tribulations of the world,
though we are constantly surrounded by them.
But how is that possible?

You'll find the answer in verse 17: “Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” In
today’s English, Jesus is saying, “Separate them
with Your Word.” The Word of God will separate
you from the world. It is your sword. Arm
yourself with it. It will fight a winning fight.

If you're still not totally convinced you're a
winner, look at verses 20-21. Jesus says, “Neither
pray [ for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word; that
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me,
and 1 in thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou hast sent
me.” Did you catch that? Jesus said, “We're all
going to be one.” The Apostle Paul said the same
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thing in 1 Corinthians 6:17. “But he that is joined
unto the Lord is one spirit.” Another translation
says, “But he who is joined to the Lord is one
spirit with Him” (New King James Version).

Think about that. You are one with Almighty
God. Is He a loser? Of course not! He’s the greatest
winner of all time. And that makes you a winner.
Take His innermost feelings into your heart, and
conform your own will and attitudes to His.

How do you do that? By listening to and
acting on His Word. This is a much higher calling
and a greater form of life than just submitting
yourself to God.

Is that possible? Yes! The Word says we are
predestined to be conformed to His very image—
to be one spirit with Him. It says we have the
mind of Christ and are bone of His bone. Thank
God, we're connected to Jesus—spirit, soul and
body—through the Holy Spirit and by His Word.
We are completely and totally ONE with Him, so
let’s put ourselves in His position for a moment.

Is there any part of your life God can't handle?
Certainly not!

Have you ever caught God asleep? No, the
Bible says He never slumbers.

Have you ever gone to Jesus with a problem
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He didn’t know how to solve? No.

Have you ever heard Jesus say, “Well, I thought
[ had overcome the world, but evidently I
havent”? No!

Well, we're one with Him. If that’s His attitude,
then praise God, it should be our attitude. We are
overcomers with Him!

If T said, “All things are possible with God,”
everyone would smile and quickly agree. But the
same Bible, the same Jesus, the same Word of
God says, “All things are possible to him who
believes” (Mark 9:23, New King James Version). 1f
you believe the first statement, then you have to
believe the second.

You and T need to change our perspective in
all this. We are one with Him, so we need to set
our attitudes to match His. If we are one with
Him in spirit, soul and body, then we ought to be
one with Him in attitude as well!

What is Jesus’ attitude? A good example is the
Lords Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). It is full of
outright confessions of faith. Look at verses 9-10:
“Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven.” This is a statement of
faith that shows Jesus” winning attitude. He was
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standing there in the face of people who wanted
to stone Him when He prayed that! He didn't say,
“Father, if it be Your will....” He didn't just say,
“Thy will be done.” He said, “Your will be done in
earth as it is in heaven!” Is there sickness, poverty
and suffering in heaven? No! Then there shouldn’t
be any of it here on earth. Can you see His
attitude in this? God doesnt have sickness in
heaven, so He doesn’t want any here on earth!

Our attitude needs to be the same as His. Jesus
is the eternal winner—He always wins! God can
tell you what will happen 6,000 years from now.
Why? Because the events taking place in the next
6,000 years or the next 6 million years will not
happen just by chance. They are established.
Where? In the mind of God. He has faith
operating in His own ability. He is a faith being.
He can tell you what will happen in the future
because He intends for it to come out that way!
He can give you His wisdom because it’s going to
be the way He decides.

How does He do it? With His faith. He doesn’t
expect to fail. He doesn’t prepare to fail. Satan will
get in and try to destroy things, but God doesn't
worry—He knows it will come out all right.
That's how we're to be. Roll all your cares over on
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Him. Don't be moved by what you feel or by what
you see. You're a faith person, so you know how
things are going to come out. You're going to win,
praise God!

The Church—the Body of Christ—has lived
far below her privileges. We have lived as far
below our spiritual privileges as Israel has lived
below her political privileges. Israel should be the
head and not the tail. She should not have to
borrow from any nation on earth, and every
nation on earth should be indebted to her. That’s
what God said. Well, thats how far below our
spiritual privileges the Body of Christ has lived.

Through the years, God has exercised His
faith for us. He has been willing to work for more
than 2,000 years to get His plan functioning
properly. The whole time the world lay in
darkness, God was still believing—still exercising
faith—not in just Himself, but in you and in me.

That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they

lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth
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in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ: From whom
the whole body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint sup-
plieth... (Ephesians 4:14-16).

Its important to notice in this scripture the
Lord didn't say He would hold the Body of Christ
together. He said He would join it together, but
that it would be held together, or compacted, by
that which every joint supplies. He had to believe
that you and I would supply what it took to hold
the Body together. We've failed and failed and
we've failed again, but God has kept on joining
and believing. He has never uttered words of
failure. Theology cries, “The Church is failing!”
God says, “My house will be full, and the gates of
hell will not prevail against it!” Religion is
failing—God isn't! Can you see His attitude?

Look again at the verse, and you'll see how
very important it is to the Body of Christ that you
develop a winning attitude: “...compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part”
(verse 16). The Body of Christ depends on the
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direct amount, or measure, that each joint
supplies. The amount you supply—the power
you supply—affects the entire plan of God.
Whether you supply some or much—affects the
entire Body of Christ.

Verse 16 says, “according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part, maketh
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in
love.” Here again, you can see your importance as
an individual. God will not build up the Body:.
The members (you and I) must build up each
other. Some are waiting for Jesus to return so the
Body will rise without spot or wrinkle at the
resurrection. But the Body of Christ is rising now,
and the Bible says He will present to Himself a
Body that is without spot or wrinkle. This will
happen as His Body edifies itself in love, growing
up into Him, and being washed by the water of
the Word.

You can' afford to think like a loser. Change
your attitude. The whole Body of Christ is
counting on you. There will be times when you'll
run into trouble, times when it looks like failure
is inevitable. But follow your Fathers example
and keep believing that you're going to win. You
know, during the Dark Ages, even though God
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had given His written Word, it had been shoved
deep into monasteries, and the people couldn't
reach it. Few if any, were being born again. It
appeared as though God’s plan was failing. But He
didn't give up. He kept on believing.

There was enough faith in Gods winning
attitude to reach a little Catholic priest named
Martin Luther. He began to scratch in the Word
and found a sentence, “The just shall live by faith”
(Romans 1:17). He found God through that one
little sentence and generated enough power to
begin a revival that is still going!

God had a winning attitude, and He refused to
let go! Today the gospel is being preached in every
nation on the face of the earth!

Remember, you're one with Him in the spirit,
you have the mind of Christ and you're bone of
His bone, so you might as well be attitude of His
attitude! He sees you as an overcomer, so you
need to see yourself that way too!

One time the Lord showed me a vision of a
man holding a big banana. The man began to peel
the banana, and as he did, I saw that there was no
banana inside, but standing in the bottom was a
little man. That little man was me! The Lord said,
Son, that’s your attitude toward yourself. It was
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true. I presented a big front to the world but
actually felt very small on the inside. The Lord
told me I needed to change my whole attitude.

He began to show me from His Word what it
meant to be in Christ and to have Him in me. 1
began to see that a born-again believer is a limitless
creature of God—an unlimited powerhouse of the
very life of God, Himself! You need to realize this
is your life. Allow God to supernaturally change
your attitude. Allow Him to reveal Himself to you
and give you this winning attitude—this world-
overcoming attitude—in Jesus Christ!
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Prayer for Salvation and
Baptism in the Holy Spirit

Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name
of Jesus. Your Word says, “Whosoever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21).
I am calling on You. I pray and ask Jesus to come
into my heart and be Lord over my life according
to Romans 10:9-10: “If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” I do that now.
I confess that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my
heart that God raised Him from the dead.

1 am now reborn! I am a Christian—a child
of Almighty God! I am saved! You also said in
Your Word, “If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children: HOW
MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”
(Luke 11:13). I'm also asking You to fill me
with the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, rise up within
me as I praise God. I fully expect to speak with

other tongues as You give me the utterance



(Acts 2:4). In Jesus’ Name. Amen!

Begin to praise God for filling you with the
Holy Spirit. Speak those words and syllables
you receive—not in your own language, but the
language given to you by the Holy Spirit. You have
to use your own voice. God will not force you to
speak. Don't be concerned with how it sounds. It is
a heavenly language!

Continue with the blessing God has given you
and pray in the spirit every day.

You are a born-again, Spirit-filled believer.
You'll never be the same!

Find a good church that boldly preaches God’s
Word and obeys it. Become part of a church family
who will love and care for you as you love and care
for them.

We need to be connected to each other. It
increases our strength in God. It’s God’s plan for us.

Make it a habit to watch the Believers Voice of
Victory television broadcast and become a doer of the

Word, who is blessed in his doing (James 1:22-25).
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