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	Raising Children in Perverse Times


	by Gloria Copeland


	“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).


	Your children are precious to you. The Scripture calls them a heritage and a reward. You love them so much that you want them to grow and mature into happy, healthy, successful adults. But do you love them enough to train them the way God says in His Word, to be an example to them and even to correct them?


	If you are a parent, God has commanded you to teach and train your children in His Word and His ways so that they can live a victorious life. It’s not an option. It’s a responsibility that each of us as parents will have to answer for.


	Genesis 18:19 indicates that God chose Abraham because He knew Abraham would teach his children to keep the ways of the Lord. It’s evident this is very important to God.


	We live in a time when the world is getting darker and it is becoming more of a challenge to live holy. Even those who are saved can find themselves bombarded with all kinds of ungodly, perverse sights and sounds from television, movies, magazines, the Internet—you name it. If adults are being challenged with negative input and temptation, just think what kind of environment today’s children are growing up in. If they don’t have strong parental direction and training, the enemy is sure to have free reign in their lives.Taking your place as a godly parent has never been more important.


	The enemy wants to control the lives of as many people as he can. He does this by tricking them into going his way. He is peddling murder, hate and every kind of ungodly, immoral thing you can think of. If he can get those kinds of things before a person’s eyes and in their ears, he will have a place in their life.


	Unfortunately, even some Christians are opening the door to the enemy by taking part in the world’s unclean entertainment and activities. They may think it won’t hurt them, but people can’t feed on the world’s trash and not be affected.


	If we don’t fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12), the devil will come in and take over our homes and our children. And remember, when he comes in, he brings the curse with him. We must fight to keep our homes devil-free!


	Be Ye Separate


	Do you realize that consistently living a holy lifestyle has everything to do with how your children turn out? If you go to church and talk right and look good in front of people, but then you live differently at home, you are making it very hard for your children to take God seriously. As they are growing up, children learn more by watching what you do than by listening to what you say. And they never forget what they observe at home.


	Holiness is letting God separate you out of the darkness of the world into a life that is worth living—a life lived in Him.


	Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?…or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them…. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing…(2 Corinthians 6:14-17).


	The word separate means “to set apart, to disunite, to divide, to part company, to go in a different direction, to cease to be associated with, to become distinct or disengaged, as cream separates from milk.”


	 So to get a picture of how we’re to live, think about how cream rises to the top and is separated from the plain milk.


	That’s exactly what we have to do in regard to the sin the world is endeavoring to sell us on every hand. We must rise above it by doing what Romans 12:2 says: “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind….”


	When Ken and I got born again and filled with the Spirit, God pulled us out of darkness. But our lives didn’t change much until the Word began to wash our minds (Ephesians 5:26) and we began to understand that things like sin, sickness and poverty did not belong to us anymore. Then we began to resist those things.


	However, if someone decided to stay in the darkness and live against the Word, then he would be living in sin. That would be very dangerous because it shows a lack of reverence—or fear—for God. And the fear of God is what brings us so many promises. Without it people won’t experience the protection they could have, and neither will their families.


	We’re not just choosing for our own lives when we make choices. Deuteronomy 30:19 says, “I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.” The decisions we make not only affect us—they also affect our children.


	You’re Not What You Used to Be


	If you are a Christian, the wicked ways of the world should be a thing of the past. First Peter 4:3 in The Amplified Bible pretty well sums it up: “For the time that is past already suffices for doing what the Gentiles like to do—living [as you have done] in shameless, insolent wantonness, in lustful desires, drunkenness, reveling, drinking bouts and abominable, lawless idolatries.”


	Many people have become arrogant about sin. They think, I’ll just do this for a while. God will forgive me. If they are truly repentant, yes, God will forgive them, but what kind of confusion will have been created in the meantime for them and their families?


	Another thing to remember is that by continually yielding to sin, one can become so entangled in it that he no longer has the will to repent. Consider Hebrews 6:4-9:


	For it is impossible [to restore and bring again to repentance] those who have been once for all enlightened, who have consciously tasted the heavenly gift and have become sharers of the Holy Spirit, and have felt how good the Word of God is and the mighty powers of the age and world to come, If they then deviate from the faith and turn away from their allegiance—[it is impossible] to bring them back to repentance, for (because, while, as long as) they nail upon the cross the Son of God afresh [as far as they are concerned] and are holding [Him] up to contempt and shame and public disgrace. For the soil which has drunk the rain that repeatedly falls upon it and produces vegetation useful to those for whose benefit it is cultivated partakes of a blessing from God. But if [that same soil] persistently bears thorns and thistles, it is considered worthless and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. [See Gen. 3:17-18.] Even though we speak this way, yet in your case, beloved, we are now firmly convinced of better things that are near to salvation and accompany it (The Amplified Bible).


	Think soberly about what you are doing. If you are entertaining sin, please think about the consequences of your actions and what it will do to your children. This scripture didn’t say God wouldn’t forgive those who had been enlightened and were now entangled, but that it became impossible to bring them back to repentance. Hopefully you will realize, There’s no way I’m going to tear my family up by committing adultery or any other rebellion against God.


	Titus 2:11-12 says, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”


	Here is the bottom line: “But as the One Who called you is holy, you yourselves also be holy in all your conduct and manner of living” (1 Peter 1:15, The Amplified Bible). Verses 18-19 go on to make these powerful statements: “You must know (recognize) that you were redeemed (ransomed) from the useless (fruitless) way of living inherited by tradition from [your] forefathers, not with corruptible things [such as] silver and gold, but [you were purchased] with the precious blood of Christ (the Messiah), like that of a [sacrificial] lamb without blemish or spot.”


	You may have inherited a fruitless way of living, but you can be the one to stop that cycle in your family. You are no longer your own. You were purchased with the precious blood of Jesus. It separates you and makes you righteous and holy. Teach that to your children. Let that be the legacy you pass on to them.


	Teach Your Children What God Says


	If God wants you to be separated, how much more important is it for your children to be separated from the vile things of the world? Little children are being taught from elementary school that homosexuality is OK—it’s an “alternative lifestyle.” They are being taught that they can choose to do whatever makes them happy. Generations of children are growing up without God in their lives, without boundaries. They have no Ten Commandments to live by, no basis for morality.


	But it doesn’t have to be that way in your family—and it shouldn’t be. Over and over the Bible commands parents to teach their children the Word of God (Deuteronomy 6:6-7, 11:18-21). That will make all the difference in what kind of people they grow up to be.


	If you fail to teach your children what God’s Word says is moral or immoral, you can be sure the world will teach them what it believes. Your children may come home with a book that talks about “Heather has two mommies,” and they should already know what the Bible says about this issue and why it is wrong. If you haven’t already discussed homosexuality with them, take time to do so. If your children attend public school, you may have to deal with it earlier than you would choose. Watch carefully what others are depositing in your children. Talk to their teachers. Ask them what materials they use. Talk to your children and monitor what they are hearing and seeing.


	In Leviticus 18, God deals with homosexuality and other sexual sins. He also makes it plain that His people are not to mingle among the heathen and learn their ways.


	First Corinthians 15:33 adds, “Do not be so deceived and misled! Evil companionships (communion, associations) corrupt and deprave good manners and morals and character” (The Amplified Bible).


	And James 4:4 goes on to say, “…whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”


	These are important lessons to teach your children, considering the kind of peer pressure they are sure to experience in today’s world.


	It’s also important to train your children to walk with God on a daily basis by reading the Word, praying and spending time with Him. Teach them to desire spiritual things and help them learn to “walk in the Spirit, and [they] shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16).


	Certainly, I haven’t covered everything you should teach your children from the Word. There’s so much more. But remember this: Your victory is tied up in your obedience. Obeying God’s Word and teaching your children to do the same will ensure the future of your family.


	When you choose a church, think about your children as well as yourself. There are many good churches with excellent children’s training. Get your children involved in these programs.


	Most of all, be mindful that living a godly life before your children is the best teacher! So provide a solid home with love and support, and show them by example how to live separated unto God. Let them see how you respond when bad news or trouble comes. Let them see your faith in action. Let them see how you handle all kinds of circumstances—they will never escape that influence.


	They might forget your words, but they won’t forget your ways.


  
	Promises for Children


	“And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children” (Isaiah 54:13).


	“Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding” (Proverbs 4:1).


	“My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee…and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee” (Proverbs  6:20-22).


	“A wise son heareth his father’s instruction” (Proverbs 13:1).


	“A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent” (Proverbs 15:5).


	“Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he that is a companion of riotous men shameth his father” (Proverbs 28:7).


	“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:1-3).


	“Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord” (Colossians 3:20).


	“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).

  

  


  
	Raising Children Without Fear


	by Kenneth Copeland


	A number of years ago, singer and songwriter Johnny Cash recorded the song, “A Boy Named Sue.” While this song is meant to be lighthearted and humorous, it also speaks volumes about how parents can fall into the trap of trying to control and manipulate their children.


	In this particular song, a rough-and-tough father who is about to abandon his family decides to name his son Sue in an effort to toughen him up and cause him to become a “real man.”


	As expected, the boy ends up fighting his way through life because of the shame of having a girl’s name.


	While this father’s plan did make his son tough, it did not build strong character in him. Beating the daylights out of everyone who crosses you doesn’t make you strong.


	The strongest men are not men of violence. They are men who know how to love with the love of God.


	It Worked for Mama...Or Did It?


	In the same way the father in “A Boy Named Sue” used shame and humiliation to toughen up his son, parents today—like countless generations of parents before them—have used fear to try and change or control the behavior of their children.


	For instance, how many times have you heard or said something like this: “Now, sweetheart, don’t run out in the street like that again. Daddy is afraid you will get hit by a car.”


	That’s fear—pure and simple. It is using fear to manipulate your child into doing what you want him or her to do. What’s more, by saying those kinds of things you are raising your child in a spirit of fear.


	“Oh, but Brother Copeland, how else is a child going to learn to watch out for cars and be safe? Everyone knows in a situation like this that a little fear might be healthy.”


	That’s a lie from the devil. There is never a time when a little fear—or a lot for that matter—is healthy.


	Revelation 21:8 exposes the deception in that kind of thinking: “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”


	Fear, doubt, abominations, murder, whoremongering, sorcery, idolatry, lying—not one of these is healthy. Not in the slightest.


	And notice where fear is on this list of undesirables—at the very top.


	The truth is, you really have no desire for your children to be afraid, or fear-full. No parent does. You wouldn’t have your children terrorized every time they see a car coming. You simply would like for them to develop enough sound judgment about cars to stay out of the street and not get hit.


	But parents often fall back on fear to try and get the job done.


	Why?


	Because that’s the way their parents raised them, which was how their parents raised them and how their parents raised them.


	Out of ignorance, generation after generation has sown fear into its children. And generation after generation has reaped that fear.


	Granted, children do need information to help them succeed in life. But they also need to be taught how to walk by faith—and not just in potentially dangerous situations, such as getting hit by a car. They need to be shown how to take the Word of God and use it to meet any situation head-on and overcome it—not run from it.


	When Parents Get Out of Control


	To break a cycle of fear in your life and in the lives of your children, you need to go first to the Lord and ask Him if you are indeed promoting and imparting a spirit of fear to your children. If you are, repent of it before God. It’s not your job to control and change people anyway—not even your own children. And you certainly should not be trying to do it through fear.


	We are reminded in 2 Timothy 1:7 that “God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”


	Since God did not give us a spirit of fear, we have no business promoting it or using it as a tool, especially where our children are concerned.


	If your children are going to have sound judgment and sound decision-making skills, then you must take time to teach them. You are going to have to invest quality time in them. One of the reasons there’s been so much failure in raising children is because parents are not taking the time to love them through prayer. By that I mean setting aside a designated time to pray for them and hold them before the Lord.


	Now I’m not talking about crying out, “Oh God, can’t You help me with these kids? I’m afraid they’re going to jail. I just know they’re doing drugs.”


	No, that’s fear-based prayer. It’s praying out of torment, and the results it will produce are disastrous. That kind of praying will connect you to the terrible things you are afraid of.


	The kind of prayer I’m talking about is moments of quietness when you call the names of your children before God and purposely begin to love them from your heart with “the love of God [that] is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost…” (Romans 5:5). Through prayer, bathe them in faith and love—after all, faith works by love (Galatians 5:6).


	So instead of fretful, tormented prayers, pray something like this: “Lord, I love my son and I’m holding him before You right now. I see You holding him in Your arms, ministering life, peace and comfort to him. Lord, I realize that You love him far more than I ever could. And Father, I pray for the peace of God that passes all understanding to stand guard over his heart and mind. Help him, Lord, to be full of You, to know You, and to worship You. And Father, help me see my son the way You see him. Help me love him with Your love.”


	As a word of caution, when you begin praying this way, it may seem a little shallow at first. But remember, love at its most shallow point is deeper than anything else.


	If you desire to see your children develop strong godly character, love them with the love that He has imparted to your heart as a parent. And realize that His love is not merely human love, it’s supernatural Love—Himself.


	Allow that love to grow, expand and develop until you become rooted and grounded in love, that you might be filled with all the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:17-19).


	Once you are filled with the fullness of God, there is no room for fear. Every prayer you pray for your children...every thought of them...will be love-based and faith-based.


	And love never fails.

  


  
    Prayer for Salvation and Baptism in the Holy Spirit


    Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name of Jesus. Your Word says, “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). I am calling on You. I pray and ask Jesus to come into my heart and be Lord over my life according to Romans 10:9-10: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” I do that now. I confess that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised Him from the dead.


    I am now reborn! I am a Christian—a child of Almighty God! I am saved! You also said in Your Word, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: HOW MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13). I’m also asking You to fill me with the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, rise up within me as I praise God. I fully expect to speak with other tongues as You give me the utterance (Acts 2:4). In Jesus’ Name. Amen!


    Begin to praise God for filling you with the Holy Spirit. Speak those words and syllables you receive—not in your own language, but the language given to you by the Holy Spirit. You have to use your own voice. God will not force you to speak. Don’t be concerned with how it sounds. It is a heavenly language!


    Continue with the blessing God has given you and pray in the spirit every day.


    You are a born-again, Spirit-filled believer. You’ll never be the same!


    Find a good church that boldly preaches God’s Word and obeys it. Become part of a church family who will love and care for you as you love and care for them.


    We need to be connected to each other. It increases our strength in God. It’s God’s plan for us.


    Make it a habit to watch the Believer’s Voice of Victory television broadcast and become a doer of the Word, who is blessed in his doing (James 1:22-25).
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    When The LORD first spoke to Kenneth and Gloria Copeland about starting the Believer’s Voice of Victory magazine...


    He said: This is your seed. Give it to everyone who ever responds to your ministry, and don’t ever allow anyone to pay for a subscription!


    For more than 40 years, it has been the joy of Kenneth Copeland Ministries to bring the good news to believers. Readers enjoy teaching from ministers who write from lives of living contact with God, and testimonies from believers experiencing victory through God’s Word in their everyday lives.


    Today, the BVOV magazine is mailed monthly, bringing encouragement and blessing to believers around the world. Many even use it as a ministry tool, passing it on to others who desire to know Jesus and grow in their faith!


    Request your FREE subscription to the Believer’s Voice of Victory magazine today!


    Go to freevictory.com to subscribe, or call us at 1-800-600-7395 (U.S. only) or +1-817-852-6000.
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    We’re Here for You!®


    Your growth in God’s WORD and victory in Jesus are at the very center of our hearts. In every way God has equipped us, we will help you deal with the issues facing you, so you can be the victorious overcomer He has planned for you to be.


    The mission of Kenneth Copeland Ministries is about all of us growing and going together. Our prayer is that you will take full advantage of all The LORD has given us to share with you.


    Wherever you are in the world, you can watch the Believer’s Voice of Victory broadcast on television (check your local listings), the Internet at kcm.org or on our digital Roku channel.


    Our website, kcm.org, gives you access to every resource we’ve developed for your victory. And, you can find contact information for our international offices in Africa, Asia, Australia, Canada, Europe, Ukraine and our headquarters in the United States.


    Each office is staffed with devoted men and women, ready to serve and pray with you. You can contact the worldwide office nearest you for assistance, and you can call us for prayer at our U.S. number, +1-817-852-6000, 24 hours every day!


    We encourage you to connect with us often and let us be part of your everyday walk of faith!


    Jesus Is LORD!
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