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Fight On!

“I'm tired of fighting! As soon as I whip
one problem, there are a hundred more
knocking at my door!”

Some years ago a friend of mine said those
very words to the Lord. At the time, she was
weary from the battles of life and ministry.
She was fatigued from the constant pressure
of pushing back the powers of darkness in her
own life and in the lives of those around her.
I'll never forget the Lord’s response to her as
she voiced her frustration. He said, What is an
army for, if not to fight? You'll either be fighting
or retreating from now until Jesus returns!

Those words come as a shock to many
Christians. They don’t want to be warriors.
They want a comfortable, easy life. They want
to lie back, take it easy and go on a spiritual
vacation. But that’s not what we as believers
are called to do.

We're called to “fight the good fight of



faith” (1 Timothy 6:12). We are an army
and we are at war, “not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places” (Ephesians 6:12).

But we are not in this war without help.
God has given us spiritual weapons that are
“mighty through God to the pulling down
of strong holds” (2 Corinthians 10:4). He
has given us His own armor (see Ephesians
6:10-18). In other words, He has equipped
us to be spiritual soldiers in His army.

Victorious Words From a
Victorious Sol(lier

Now, inevery army there are good soldiers
and sloppy soldiers. There are soldiers who
win battles and conquer enemy territory,
and there are soldiers who fail and lose
ground. I want to be a good soldier for the
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Lord, don’t you? I want to drive the devil
back and advance the kingdom of God.

The Apostle Paul was that kind of soldier.
He was a man of victory. He triumphed in
every circumstance. The devil tried to stop
him again and again with persecutions,
beatings and trouble of every kind. But
Paul kept right on marching in victory,
preaching the gospel, healing the sick,
working miracles and building the Church
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Eventually, Paul was put in prison and in
chains. Imagine how terrible the conditions
in prison must have been in those days! No
doubt, the devil expected that to stop Paul—
but it didn’t. Instead of lying down and
feeling sorry for himself, Paul used his time in
prison to write most of the New Testament.
Prison didn’t even slow him down. Just look
at the victorious words he wrote when his life
on this earth was through:

“The time of my departure is at hand. |
have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, [ havekept thefaith: henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
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give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing”
(2 Timothy 4:6-8).

Aren’t those wonderful words? I want to be
able to say words like that when I come to the
end of my earthly life. I want to know that I
have fought the good fight—and won!

Someone might say, “Well, Gloria, that
was the Apostle Paul! He was special. We
can’t all be like him.”

Why not? We have the same Savior. We’re
filled with the same Holy Spirit. We even
have the words he wrote to Timothy, his
precious son in the faith, just before Paul
departed this life—instructions he knew
would enable Timothy to be a victorious
soldier of the Cross just as Paul had been.

En(lure Har(lness

What were those instructions? You can
find one of them in 2 Timothy 2:3. There
Paulsays, “Thou therefore endure hardness,
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as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”

Notice Paul didn’t say, “If hard times
come, endure them.” He simply said,
“Endure hardness.”

There are no “ifs” about it. Hard times are
going to come in the life of every believer.
There will be times when circumstances
will seem dark, when you face seemingly
impossible obstacles—when defeat seems
inevitable.

Some Christians get confused when
those times come. “What’s happening
here?” they cry. “I thought Jesus redeemed
me from the curse!”

He did, but you can rest assured, Satan
will challenge that redemption. He will try
his best to steal it from you by pulling you
off your walk of faith. Jesus warned us about
that in the parable of the sower. He said:

The sower soweth the word. And

these are they by the way side, where

the word is sown; but when they have

heard, Satan cometh immediately, and

taketh away the word that was sown in

their hearts. And these are they likewise
7



which are sown on stony ground;
who, when they have heard the word,
immediately receive it with gladness;
and have no root in themselves, and so
endure but for a time: afterward, when
affliction or persecution ariseth for
the word’s sake, immediately they are
offended (Mark 4:14-17).

Satan will not sit idly by while you sail
through life, effortlessly believing the Word
of God. He’ll pressure you with hard times.
He'll attack you with sickness or lack, and
then lie to you, telling you God doesn’t care.
He’ll try to convince you that God is not going
to answer your prayer this time. He’ll attempt
to talk you into believing there’s no way out
and you’ll end up a miserable failure.

When those hard times come, don’t cave
in to the pressure. Don’t give up. Stand on
the Word of God and endure hardness like
a good soldier.

Soldiers will put up with far more
discomfort than civilians. Have you ever
noticed that? A soldier in boot camp will
jump out of bed before dawn every morning
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to run and do push-ups. He may not like
it, but he’ll do it because his commanding
officer has ordered him to do it. He endures
the discomfort because he knows it’s an
inescapable part of military life.

A civilian, on the other hand, might
start an exercise program but when the
going gets tough, his muscles feel sore and
his schedule gets busy, he’ll just quit. If
someone asks him about it, he might just
shrug and say, “I tried exercise, but it didn’t
work for me.”

Some Christians are like that. They hear
the Word of faith and think, Well, I'll try
that. Then when the hard times come, they
give up.

But that’s not how it should be. After
all, we’re not civilians. We’re soldiers! We
don’t try faith, we make it our lifestyle. We
walk by faith, whether it’s hard or easy, not
just so we’ll be blessed but because we'’re
determined to be pleasing to Jesus. He is
our commander in chief, and the Bible says
“without faith it is impossible to please
him” (Hebrews 11:6)!

Of course, we will end up being blessed
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if we’ll walk by faith. We’ll end up healed,
delivered and prosperous in every area
of life because God promised we would.
That, however, is not our motivation. We’re
motivated by our desire to serve the Lord.
That’s what makes us believe His Word, stand
fast and endure when the hard times come.

Beware of Trivial Pursuits

As soldiers, we must also realize it’s not
just the hard times that are dangerous.
It’s the good times, too. Sometimes the
pleasures and seemingly harmless dis-
tractions of this world can draw us away
from the plans and purposes of God just
as surely as persecutions and afflictions.
They can hinder us in the day of battle.
That’s why Paul said, “No soldier when in
service gets entangled in the enterprises of
[civilian] life; his aim is to satisfy and please
the one who enlisted him” (2 Timothy 2:4,
The Amplified Bible).
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In the years I've lived by faith, I've noticed
how easy it is to get entangled in the affairs
of this life. In fact, it sometimes seems as if
this world is like an octopus, always trying
to grab you with its tentacles. If you're not
watchful, it will wrap itself around you until
you’re completely caught up in the mundane,
trivial things of this world.

If you let them, those trivial pursuits will
hold you down and keep you from soaring
on into the eternal things of God. They will
choke out the Word that has been planted
in your heart and leave you without faith
and without power.

Jesus said it like this:

The ones sown among the thorns are
others who hear the Word: then the
cares and anxieties of the world and
distractions of the age, and the pleasure
and delight and false glamour and
deceitfulness of riches, and the craving
and passionate desire for other things
creep in and choke and suffocate the
Word, and it becomes fruitless (Mark
4:18-19, The Amplified Bible).
1



Here in the United States, we must be
especially vigilant against such entangle-
ments because we have such an abundance
of material possessions! We can easily end
up spending all our time just taking care
of them.

As the Lord told a friend of mine in
prayer one day, this nation has become a
nation of maintenance men. We maintain
our homes. We maintain our yards. We
maintain our cars and our hair, our nails
and our clothes. The problem is, by the
time we’ve maintained all the natural
things in our lives, we often have no time
left to maintain the spirit man who lives on
the inside of us.

Has that happened to you? If so, as a
good soldier, there’s only one thing for you
to do: simplify your life.

“But Gloria,” you say, “the things I do
are important. I can’t just cut them out of
my life!”

Listen, there’s nothing more important
than spending time with God in prayer and
in the Word. The time you spend with Him
will not only enable you to succeed in this
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life, but it will help you build for eternity. It
will bear fruit that lasts forever.

So make whatever adjustments are neces-
sary to spend time with God. Refuse to
let anything rob you of it. Whenever you
take on anything new, count the cost—not
just in money, but in time. Ask yourself,
Can I afford this spiritually? Can I spare
the precious hours and minutes this project
(possession, hobby, etc.) will require and
still have plenty of time to fellowship with
the Lord?

If the answer is no, then set that project
aside.

I realize that may mean passing up some
things you enjoy. But remember, as a good
soldier, your aim is not to please yourself.
It’s to please the One who enlisted you.
And believe me, when you make sacrifices
for Him, He always makes sure you're well
rewarded—not only in this age, but in the
age to come.



Look Up!

Right now you may be thinking, MYy, this
soldier business sounds rough. I'm not sure 1
can do it.

Yes, you can!

How? By following two more golden words
of advice the Apostle Paul gave Timothy:

1.“Constantly keep in mind Jesus

Christ (the Messiah) [as] risen from
the dead...” (2 Timothy 2:8, The
Amplified Bible).

2.“Continue to hold to the things that you
have learned...” (2 Timothy 3:14, The
Amplified Bible).

When you face the pressure of battle,
when stress and trouble come and you feel
you’re about to faint, look up! Focus your
attention on the heavenly truth that Jesus
Christ has risen from the dead and you are in
Him! That means when He arose, you arose.
When He defeated the devil, you defeated
the devil. His victory is your victory!

Think about that when the devil is telling
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you that you’re not going to make it. Then
turn the tables on him and tell 4im a few
things for a change! Say:

Satan, I remind you that Jesus triumphed
over you. I remind you that He spoiled
you and made a show of you; that He
took away all the authority you had.
The Bible says you’ve been brought to
naught! You’re nothing, but I am Jesus’
own representative here on the earth. |
have His power and act in His Name.
I'm seated with Him in heavenly places.
All T have to do is stand in the victory
Jesus has already won. The only way
you can defeat me is by convincing me
to quit and that’s the one thing I won’t
do! I won’t accept defeat. I won’t let you
talk me out of my victory. I will stand
and endure until I win—so you might as
well surrender right now.

Or, just say:
“In the Name of Jesus, get out of my
presence!”
That’s the way a good soldier talks. And
15



that’s the way you’ll talk too when you
constantly keep in mind Christ Jesus has
risen from the dead! That’s the way you’ll
think when you turn your attention away
from the impossible problems before you and
focus instead on God, with whom all things
are possible. As Colossians 3:1-4 says:

If then you have been raised to life with
Christ, your heart must be set on the
great realities of that heavenly sphere,
where Christ is seated at the right hand
of God. Your constant concern must
be with the heavenly realities, not with
worldly trivialities. For you died to this
world, and now you have entered with
Christ into the secret life of God. When
Christ, who is your life, comes again for
all the world to see, then all the world
will see that you too share his glory
(The New Testament, A Translation by
William Barclay ).



Keep Marching'

Once you’ve set your mind on things
above and you’ve begun to talk the victory,
simply continue to do the things you’ve
learned. In other words, keep marching!

Keep reading and meditating on the Word.
Keep acting in faith. That’s really all it takes
to win even the most complicated battles.

You don’t have to know all the answers
to your situation. You don’t need a great
amount of talent or ability. God has all the
ability you could ever need and knows all the
answers, so all you have to do is trust Him
and continue doing what you know to do.

Notice, I said continue doing Just thinking
about it won’t work. Just knowing it won’t
get you through. It is not what you know
that counts in this fight of faith—it is what
you do!

James 2:26 says that faith without corre-
sponding action is dead. So take action!
Don’t just say you believe God’s Word, act
like you believe it.



If you will do that, you’ll suffer no defeat.
You might experience a few temporary
setbacks, but you will triumph in the end.
And when your life in this earth is through,
you’ll be able to say those glorious words once
written by the Apostle Paul: “I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7)! You’ll be able
to stand tall for eternity as a victorious soldier
of the Lord. And Jesus will be able to say to
you, Well done, good and faithful servant!



Prayer for Salvation and
Baptism in the Holy Spirit

Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name
of Jesus. Your Word says, “Whosoever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21).
I am calling on You. I pray and ask Jesus to come
into my heart and be Lord over my life according
to Romans 10:9-10: “If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” I do that now.
I confess that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my
heart that God raised Him from the dead.

1 am now reborn! I am a Christian—a child
of Almighty God! I am saved! You also said in
Your Word, “If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children: HOW
MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”
(Luke 11:13). I'm also asking You to fill me
with the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, rise up within
me as I praise God. I fully expect to speak with

other tongues as You give me the utterance



(Acts 2:4). In Jesus’ Name. Amen!

Begin to praise God for filling you with the
Holy Spirit. Speak those words and syllables
you receive—not in your own language, but the
language given to you by the Holy Spirit. You have
to use your own voice. God will not force you to
speak. Don't be concerned with how it sounds. It is
a heavenly language!

Continue with the blessing God has given you
and pray in the spirit every day.

You are a born-again, Spirit-filled believer.
You'll never be the same!

Find a good church that boldly preaches God’s
Word and obeys it. Become part of a church family
who will love and care for you as you love and care
for them.

We need to be connected to each other. It
increases our strength in God. It’s God’s plan for us.

Make it a habit to watch the Believers Voice of
Victory television broadcast and become a doer of the

Word, who is blessed in his doing (James 1:22-25).
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Materials to Help You
Receive Your Healing
by Gloria Copeland

Books

*  And Jesus Healed Them All

*  God’s Prescription for Divine Health
*  God's Will for Your Healing

Harvest of Health
Words That Heal (gift book with CD enclosed)

Audio Resources
Be Made Whole—Live Long, Live Healthy
God Is a Good God
God Wants You Well
Healing Confessions (CD and minibook)
Healing School

DVD Resources

Be Made Whole—Live Long, Live Healthy
Know Him As Healer

* Available in Spanish



When The LORD first spoke to Kenneth and Gloria
Copeland about starting the Believers
Voice of Victory magazine...

He said: This is your seed. Give it to everyone who ever responds
to your ministry, and don’t ever allow anyone to pay for a
subscription!

For nearly 40 years, it has been the joy of Kenneth Copeland
Ministries to bring the good news to believers. Readers enjoy
teaching from ministers who write from lives of living contact
with God, and testimonies from believers experiencing victory

through God’s Word in their everyday lives.

Today, the BVOV magazine is mailed monthly, bringing
encouragement and blessing to believers around the world.
Many even use it as a ministry tool, passing it on to others who
desire to know Jesus and grow in their faith!

Request your FREE subscription to the Believer’s
Voice of Victory magazine today!

Go to freevictory.com to subscribe, or call us at
1-800-600-7395 (U.S. only) or +1-817-852-6000.



We’re Here for You!®

Your growth in God’s WORD and victory in Jesus are at the
very center of our hearts. In every way God has equipped us,
we will help you deal with the issues facing you, so you can be
the victorious overcomer He has planned for you to be.

The mission of Kenneth Copeland Ministries is about all of us
growing and going together. Our prayer is that you will take
full advantage of all The LORD has given us to share with you.

Wherever you are in the world, you can watch the Be/iever’s
Voice of Victory broadcast on television (check your local listings),
the Internet at kem.org or on our digital Roku channel.

Our website, kem.org, gives you access to every resource
we've developed for your victory. And, you can find contact
information for our international offices in Africa, Asia,
Australia, Canada, Europe, Ukraine and our headquarters in
the United States.

Each office is staffed with devoted men and women, ready to
serve and pray with you. You can contact the worldwide office
nearest you for assistance, and you can call us for prayer at our
U.S. number, +1-817-852-6000, 24 hours every day!

We encourage you to connect with us often and let us be part

of your everyday walk of faith!
Jesus Is LORD!
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